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Dear Chainnan Genachowski and Commssioners: 

August 10,20 II 

The Independent Insurance Agents of Ill inois is a trade association represent in g over 12,000 licensed 
insurance producers (agents) in 1,200 agencies. As insurance profess ional s, Olll' members are attuned to 
the importance of planning for the future. As independent business peop le, we are vital ly interested in 
creat ing opport unities for economi c development in Illino is. 

Both concern s lead us to ask you r favorable consideration for the pending merger of AT&T Wireless with 
T-Mobile. As part of the merger, AT&T has committed to an $8 billion nat ionwide investment in 
advanced wi reless broadband. This wou ld help secure the econom ic future of Illinois and the rest of 
Ameri ca. High-speed broadband is a too l fo r job growth and a vital asset to help even small businesses 
compete in th e global economy. 

The FCC has made 100 percen t access to broadba nd a nationa l pri ority. It appears to us that the AT&T 
Wireless and T-M obi le merger is the fastest and most practi ca l opt ion 0 11 the hori zon For movi ng Ameri ca 
to that goa l. It wo uld do so wit hout adding to our tax burden or further stra in ing the fede ral debt leve l. We 
would see pr ivate in vestment in the public interest, a ra re benefit tllat can be apprec iated across pa rty and 
ideologica l lines. 

We recogni ze the complexity the commi ss ion faces in rev iewing a merger of this size and we hope your 
de liberations will lead to approva l. 

~ Michae l Tate 
~ "-:,. CEO, Independent Insurance Agent s of Illi nois 
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